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SUBJECT: LEAGUE OF FAMILIES AND SELECT COMMITTEE ON MIA'S 
REF: VIENTIANE 1806 (NOTAL) 

1 . AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON 22-25 JULY THE 
LEAGUE OF FAMILIES REAFFIRMED ITS CONCERN AT THE LACK OF 
ACCOUNTING FOR MIA'S IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. CHAIRMAN MONTGOMERY 
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE DISMAYED MANY OF THE FAMILIES WITH 
HIS REMARKS CASTING DOUBT ON THE LEAGUE'S PROCLAIMED HOPE 
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THAT SOME OF THE MIA'S ARE ALIVE. MONTGOMERY ALSO THOUGHT 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE COULD COMPLETE ITS WORK BY SEPT. 1 1 . 

BUT OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO ADDRESSED CONVENTION DID 
NOT SUPPORT THE CHAIRMAN'S BLEAK ASSESSMENT AND WON OVATIONS 
FOR PLEDGES TO CONTINUE THE COMMITTEE "UNTIL WE GET AN 
ACCOUNTING FROM THE VIETNAMESE." 

2. THE COMMITTEE SUBSEQUENTLY VOTED ON IULY 28 TO SEEK AN 
EXTENSION OF ITS TENURE UNTIL THE END OF THE CALENDAR YEAR. 

3. PRESIDENT FORD SPOKE AT THE SATURDAY EVENING BANQUET 
AND RECEIVED STANDING OVATIONS FOR HIS PLEDGES ON THIS SUB- 
JECT. STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES SPOKE 
AT THE TRADITIONAL "OPEN FORUM" AND ANSWERED NUMEROUS 
QUESTIONS ON NVN'S EFFORTS TO USE THE MIA'S TO BARGAIN FOR 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. UN MEMBERSHIP AND DIPLOMATIC RECOGNI 
TION. 

4. COMMENT: REPEATEDLY DURING THE THREE DAY MEETING 
MEMBERS AND LEADERS OF THE LEAGUE REFERRED TO THIS AS 
THEIR "LAST" CONVENTION. THE CRITICAL RECEPTION ACCORDED 
CHAIRMAN MONTGOMERY AS WELL AS THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
(INCLUDING ONE CALLING FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER'S 
RESIGNATION) REFLECT THE GROUP'S DESPERATION IN THE FACE 
OF WHAT THEY SEE AS A VANISHING CHANCE THAT ANY OF THEIR 
MEN ARE ALIVE OR THAT ANY SUBSTANTIAL ACCOUNTING WILL BE 
OBTAINED FOR MANY OF THEM. 

5. TEXTS OF PRESIDENT'S AND MONTGOMERY'S REMARKS TO LEAGUE, 
AND OF UNDERSECRETARY HABIB’S STATEMENT TO SELECT COMMITTEE 
JULY 21 ARE BEING POUCHED TO VIENTIANE, BANGKOK AND PARIS. 
KISSINGER 
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